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OF  HEALTH 

1952 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Ashton-in-Makerfield . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ashton-in-Makerfield  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  seventy- 
seventh  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances 
of  your  district,  for  the  year  1952. 

Introduction. 

The  district  has  been  free  from  serious  epidemics  of 
infectious  disease;  Measles  was  widespread  but  not  of  a serious 
character.  Progress  continues  to  be  made  in  housing.  There 
are  still  2,213  pail  closets  in  use  and  it  should  be  your  continued 
endeavour  to  have  these  ultimately  converted  to  water  carriage 
disposal  when  the  sewer  reconstruction  is  complete  and  an 
adequate  water  supply  assured.  The  loss  of  local  water  supply 
due  to  contamination  by  open-cast  mining  operations  is  much  to 
be  regretted. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  approximately  6,265  acres,  on 
which  are  5,568  inhabited  houses,  containing  an  estimated  popu- 
lation of  18,960.  The  rateable  value  of  the  property  in  the 
district  is  £83,213,  and  a penny  rate  produces  £323.  The  district 
is  bounded  on  the  south  and  west  by  Haydock  U.D.,  on  the  north- 
west by  Billinge  U.D.,  and  on  the  north  by  Wigan  C.B.,  and  on 
the  east  by  Abram  and  Golborne  U.D.s.  Climatically  the  dis- 
trict is  free  from  extremes  of  weather ; the  greater  part  lies  over 
coal  measures  and  Bunter  sandstone.  Subsidence  is  active, 
damaging  sewers,  property,  water  mains  and  roads.  Deep  and 
open-cast  coal  mining  is  carried  on  in  the  district,  together  with 
textile  weaving  and  farming.  There  is  also  a prosperous  lock, 
bolt  and  hinge  manufacture  and  also  some  light  engineering 
(farm  implements,  etc.)  A number  of  the  population  find 
employment  in  cotton  mills,  iron  foundry,  rayon  manufacture 
and  in  the  clothing,  catering,  bakery  and  confectionery  trades 
outside  the  district,  but  convenient  for  travel. 
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Vital  Statistics. 


The  information  under  this  heading-  is  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  population  remains 
practically  stationary. 

Population  of  Ashton-in-Makerfield  mid-1952 — 18,960. 


Comparability  factors:  Births  0.99. 

Deaths 

1.09. 

Male  Female 

Total 

Live  Births  

137 

132 

269 

Legitimate  

129 

130 

259 

Illegitimate  

8 

2 

10 

Still  Births  

3 

5 

8 

Legitimate  

3 

5 

8 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  ... 

— 

4 

4 

Legitimate  

— 

3 

' 3 

Illegitimate  

— 

1 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks 

— 

3 

3 

Legitimate  

— 

3 

3 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

Nil 

Mortality  rates  per  1,000  estimated  population. 

Total  (all  forms)  — 

Crude  rate  

. 11.7 

Adjusted  rate  

. 12.7 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  

. 0.21 

Malignant  npnnlasms  

. 1.05 

Live  birth  rate  per  1-000  estimated  population — 

Crude  rate  

. 14.2 

Adj  usted  rate  

. 14.0 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  .... 

. 29.0 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births  — 

. 3.61 

Infant  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  . 

. 15.0 

Neo-natal  mortality  per  1,000  live  births 

. 11.0 

2 


INFANT  MORTALITY,  1952. 
Under  1 year  of  age. 


Cause  of  Death 


Premature  Birth,  Con- 
genital Debility  and 

Malformation  

Bronchopneumonia 

Enteritis  

Other  causes  

Totals  


Premature  Birth,  Con- 
genital Debility  and 

Malformation  

Bronchopneumonia 

Enteritis  

Other  causes  

Totals  


Under 
1 week 


1—2 

weeks 


2—3 

weeks 


Total  under 
one  month 


1—3 

months 

3—6 

months 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

6—9 

months 

9—12 

months 

Total  over 
one  month 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— i l 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  I N THE  GENERAL  POPULATION 


Disease  Male  Female 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  3 1 

Syphilis  2 — 

Meningococcal  infection  1 — 

Malignant  neoplasms — 

Stomach  1 1 

Bronchus  3 — 

Breast — 1 

Glands  and  other  sites  10  4 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  12  29 

Coronary  artery  disease  19  8 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  2 2 

Heart  disease,  other  forms  of  21  21 

Circulatory  diseases  6 5 

Pneumonia  3 1 
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Bronchitis  7 5 

Respiratory  disease,  other  forms  1 • — 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum  1 — 

Gastritis  and  enteritis  — 2 

Nephritis  1 8 

Enlargement  of  prostate  1 — 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  — 1 

Other  ill-defined  diseases  12  20 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  2 — 

All  other  accidents  6 2 

Suicide  1 — 


All  causes  115  106 


Total  — 221. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

corrected,  for  1952. 
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TUBERCULOSIS — New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1952. 


Age 

Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

Years 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0— 

1 

2 

— 1 

— 1 

— 1 
1 — 



— — 

5 

10 

15 

20 

1 

1 

— — 

— — 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

1 

1 — 

— — 

1 1 

— — 

— — 

1 1 

1 

1 

— — 

1 — 

76  and  over 

TOTALS 

3 2 

1 3 

3 2 

1 — 

5 

4 

5 

1 

Infectious  Disease. 

Cases  requiring  hospitalisation  are  admitted  to  Astley  and 
Whelley  Hospitals.  Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  carried 
out  regularly  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic  every  week,  and  during 
the  year  under  review,  209  pre-school  age  children  completed  a 
full  course  of  primary  immunisation.  Six  children  of  school 
age  completed  a similar  course.  In  addition,  27  children  were 
given  a re-inforcing  injection.  Vaccination  of  babies  is  carried 
out  regularly  at  the  clinic  and  there  is  a good  response. 
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Housing. 

New  houses  are  allotted  under  a “points”  scheme  the  num- 
ber of  cases  of  overcrowding  at  the  end  of  1952  was  approxi- 
mately one  hundred  and  forty-five.  Something  approaching  850 
applications  have  been  received  from  people  living  in  lodgings. 
Building  steadily  continues,  but  it  must  be  borne  jin  mind  that 
subsidence  is  not  only  active  at  present,  but  also  limits  the 
possibility  of  further  sites  for  housing. 

Conclusion. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the  staff 
of  the  Department  and  my  colleagues  for  their  help  in  the  smooth 
and  effective  daily  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department.  The 
support  and  interest  of  the  members  of  the  Council  is  much 
appreciated. 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  A.  FULTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY 

INSPECTOR 

1952 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Ashton-in-Makerfiela 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ashton-in-Makerfield  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  herewith  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1952. 

The  work  in  the  Public  Health  Department  has  proceeded 
fairly  satisfactorily  during  the  year,  but  at  times,  owing  to  the 
multifarious  duties  of  a Sanitary  Inspector,  it  has  been  found 
difficult  to  decide  which  should  receive  priority. 

Various  factors,  including  the  high  cost  and  scarcity  of 
building  materials  and  the  upward  trend  of  builder’s  wages,  have 
made  it  increasingly  difficult  to  secure  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 
The  excessive  amount  of  damage  caused  to  houses  by  mining 
subsidence  has  caused  considerable  work  for  your  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  and  I have  to  state  that  we  could  both  be  fully 
employed  in  procuring  the  repair  of  defective  dwelling  houses. 

Owners  generally,  are  dissatisfied  with  the  monetary  grants 
offered  by  the  National  Coal  Board  as  compensation  for  damage 
to  their  properties,  and  are  also  reluctant  to  carry  out  repairs 


to  houses  which  may  again  be  affected  by  subsidence. 

Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections. 

Houses  and  premises  visited  during  routine  inspections 

and  re  nuisances  and  complaints  2,935 

Nuisances  discovered  1,484 

Nuisances  abated  1,273 

Revisits  to  nuisances  2,537 

Visits  re  infectious  disease  32 

Revisits  re  infectious  disease  46 

Visits  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared  or  exposed  for 

sale  613 

Visits  to  factories  154 
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Visits  to  dairies  15 

Visits  re  licensing  and  registration  (Milk  Special  Designa- 
tions), 1949  go 

Visits  to  shops  263 

Notices  served  (Preliminary)  424 

Notices  served  (Statutory)  61 

Letters  sent  577 


Description  of  Nuisances  Dealt  With. 


Defective  and  damp  walls  167 

„ roofs  133 

„ eaves  gutters  and  spouts  207 

„ floors  62 

„ sinks  18 

„ wastepipes  9 

„ plasterwork  249 

„ windows  and  doors  236 

„ staircases  18 

„ paving  in  yards  and  passages  19 

„ chimneys  and  stacks  21 

„ setting  around  gulleys  19 

„ firegrates  33 

„ washing  boilers  11 

„ W.C.  cisterns  5 

„ W.C.  basins  2 

„ W.C.  supply  pipes  7 

„ closets  (roofs,  floors,  doors  and  seats)  56 

„ ashpits  (roofs,  floors,  doors  and  walls)  15 

„ pail  places  and  doors  13 

Overcrowding  2 

Houses  or  parts  requiring  cleansing  2 

Accumulation  of  refuse  4 

Choked  and  defective  drains  76 

Ventilating  shafts  3 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  2 

Miscellaneous  12 
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Housing. 


The  Local  Authority  erected  by  direct  labour  94  traditional 
permanent  houses  during  1952.  In  addition  it  is  pleasing  to 
report  that  8 bungalows  were  also  constructed  and  let  to  aged 
persons.  There  were  49  applicants,  whose  ages  ranged  from  65 
to  84  years,  from  whom  the  fortunate  8 were  chosen. 

The  building  programme  is  not  keeping  pace  with  the  num- 
ber of  applications  received  for  Council  houses,  for  220  applica- 
tions were  made  during  the  year.  Of  this  number  125  were 
made  by  persons  living  in  lodgings.  It  will  be  observed,  there- 
fore, that  if  any  Clearance  Areas  are  to  be  considered,  and  the 
persons  living  therein  housed,  it  will  be  to  the  detriment  of 
lodger  applicants. 

A determined  effort  should  be  made  to  increase  the  build- 
ing programme  by  at  least  50%,  either  by  increasing  the  number 
built  by  direct  labour,  or,  I suggest,  by  engaging  private  builders 
on  extra  schemes.  There  are  many  persons  living  under  pitiful 
conditions  and  the  time  is  long  overdue  when  they  should  be 
relieved  of  their  anxiety. 

Private  owners  were  responsible  for  the  erection  of  only 
6 houses. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  recommend  that  10  houses  be 
regarded  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  in  9 instances 
demolition  orders  were  made.  The  owner  of  the  remaining 
house  gave  an  undertaking  that  work  would  be  carried  out  to 
render  the  house  fit,  and  this  offer  was  accepted  by  the  Council. 

Two  of  the  houses  condemned  were  “Back  to  Back,”  and 
when  these  are  demolished  there  will  only  be  2 other  back  to 
back  houses  remaining,  although  there  are  a number  of  back 
to  back  type  houses  still  occupied. 

Two  of  these  were  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders  made 
in  1939  and,  together  with  2 other  Individual  Unfit  Houses  upon 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  1936  and  1939,  are  houses 
which  should  be  vacated  and  demolished  without  delay.  These 
remarks  also  apply  to  6 houses  that  are  still  occupied  and  which 
are  the  remainder  of  houses  in  Clearance  Orders  confirmed  in 
1936  and  1938. 


Housing  Statistics. 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  year: — 


(a)  (i)  By  the  local  authority 


102 

Nil 
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(ii)  By  other  local  authorities 


(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

10 


(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: — 

(i)  By  the  local  authority  (included  under  (a) 

(i)  above)  102 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  (included  under  (a)  (iii) 

above  Nil 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  474 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  1,723 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 
dated Regulations,  1925  and  1932  62 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  101 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  10 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  448 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 

of  formal  notice: — 

Number  of  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or 
their  officers  350 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  61 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice : — 

(a)  By  owners  47 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  9 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV — Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded 

at  the  end  of  the  year  145 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  326 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  1,561 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  69 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  65 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  717 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

There  were  six  applications  made  by  licensed  slaughtermen 
for  renewal  of  their  licences,  and  in  each  case  they  were  granted. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Domestic  pig  keepers  continued  to  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunities  granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  slaughter  pigs 
for  their  own  consumption. 


12 


The  particulars  in  connection  with  same  are: — 

No.  slaughtered  No.  found  to  be  % affected  with  Otherwise 
and  examined  affected  with  T.B.  tuberculosis  affected 

103  4 3.88  1.94 

The  distribution  of  the  notices  as  suggested  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food  circular  No.  20/51  caused  extra  visits  to  be  made  to 
shops  where  food  is  sold,  and  advantage  was  taken  during  the 
visits  to  emphasise  the  importance  of  strict  cleanliness  in  these 
premises.  613  visits  were  made  to  premises  where  food  is 
prepared,  offered  or  exposed  for  sale.  I am  pleased  to  report 
that  the  majority  of  shop-keepers  are  most  co-operative, 
although  it  was  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  some  grocers 
to  the  need  for  cleaning  automatic  meat  slicing  machines. 


Food  Condemned. 


Rabbits  

Tuberculosis  carcases  or  parts  

Other  conditions  (meat,  pork,  offal,  etc.) 

Jellied  Veal  

Luncheon  Meat  

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  

Veal  and  Ham  Loaf  

Black  Puddings  

Boiled  Ham  

Stewed  Steak  

Minced  Beef  Loaf  

Pork  Kidneys  

Luncheon  Meat  

Fish  

Mussels  

Fish  • • 

Beans  

Peas  

Tomatoes  

Vegetables  

Fruit  

Sausage  

Sausage  and  Spaghetti  

Mincemeat  


8 

72  lbs. 
290 


15  ozs. 


18  „ 

321  „ 

191  „ 

11  „ 

45  „ 

407  „ 

15  tins 
4 „ 

1 „ 

12  „ 

9 stone 
180  quarts 
20  tins 

16  „ 

16  „ 

15  „ 

36  „ 

214  „ 

1 „ 

2 „ 

1 „ 


2 ozs. 


13 


Syrup  . 
Milk  .. 
Cheese 
Coconut 


5 packets 
37  lbs. 


Milk  and  Dairies. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

The  number  of  registered  distributors  is  as  follows: — 


(1)  Dairies  in  district  3 

(2)  Shops  in  district  34 

(3)  Premises  outside  district  4 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

Dealers’  Licences — Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  4 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949. 

Retail  Distributors: — 


Pasteurised  8 

Sterilised  30 


In  connection  with  the  above  regulations,  89  visits  and 
inspections  were  made  to  the  various  premises  in  addition  to 
visits  in  connection  with  milk  sampling.  The  particulars  of  the 
latter  are  as  follows : — 


Biological  Test  (Tuberculosis)  51 

Negative  47 

Positive  1 

No  result  3 

Phosphatase  Test  10 

Satisfactory  10 

Methylene  Blue  Test  10 

Satisfactory  10 


When  notification  of  the  positive  result  was  received,  the 
necessary  machinery  as  required  by  Section  20,  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949,  was  set  in  motion. 
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Ice  Cream. 


The  three  ice  cream  manufacturers  in  the  district  received 
constant  attention,  and  at  one  it  was  necessary  to  spend  a con- 
siderable amount  of  time  in  supervising  the  whole  of  the  process 
in  order  to  seek  the  reason  for  repeated  Grade  4 samples.  The 
proprietor,  who  became  almost  frantic  with  worry,  spared  no 
effort  to  remedy  the  fault  and  eventually  Grade  1 samples  were 
obtained,  but  the  difficulty  when  employing  casual  labour  and  the 
need  for  educating  employees  in  hygienic  principles  is  a most 
arduous  duty  which  cannot  be  relaxed  for  a single  moment. 

The  results  of  the  110  samples  taken  are  as  follows: — 

Produced  Produced 

outside  district  within  district 


Provisional 

Grade 

1 .. 

. 91 

75 

16 

99 

99 

2 . 

..  13 

8 

5 

99 

99 

3 .. 

. Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

99 

99 

4 .. 

5 

Nil 

5 

Void  sample  1 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water. 

During  the  spring  of  1951,  a number  of  cases  of  Paratyphoid 
B occurred  in  St.  Helens  and  the  surrounding  County  area.  Dr. 
A.  C.  Crawford,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Golborne  Dr.  Grant 
Hicol,  of  the  Ministry  of  Health;  and  Dr.  O’Brien,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  St.  Plelens,  discussed  the  matter  because  three  cases 
occurred  in  Haydock,  where  Dr.  Crawford  is  also  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Dr.  Crawford  in  the  discussion  mentioned  that  during  an 
investigation  into  the  pollution  of  Millingford  Brook,  organisms 
of  the  Paratyphoid  group  had  been  isolated.  Since  that  time, 
further  samples  have  been  taken  from  the  brook  by  the  Golborne 
Health  Department,  working  upstream  towards  the  point  where 
Millingford  Brook  crosses  the  Ashton-Golborne  boundary.  The 
two  last  samples  were  reported  as  positive  for  Paratyphoid  B 
and  for  S.  typhi-murium. 

Dr.  Crawford  communicated  with  Dr.  G.  A.  Fulton, 
acquainted  him  of  these  facts,  and  requested  that  the  investiga- 
tion be  continued  in  the  Ashton-in-Makerfield  area  to  try  to 
ascertain  the  source  of  infection. 

I regret  to  state  that  it  was  only  possible  to  take  fifteen 
samples  of  water  from  Millingford  Brook  and  from  the  Sewage 
Works  effluent. 
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The  results  are  as  follows: — 


Number  Date 

Source 

Result 

2 

24/6/52 

Millingford  Brook 

Organisms  of  the  Typhoid, 
Salmonella  and  Dysentry 
groups  not  isolated. 

1 

24/6/52 

Final  effluent  from 
Sewage  Works 

do. 

1 

17/7/52 

do. 

S.  Typhi-murium  grown. 

2 

17/7/52 

Milling-ford  Brook 

do. 

2 

14/8/52 

do. 

No  organisms  of  the  Sal- 
monella groups  isolated. 

1 

14/8/52 

Down  Brook 

do. 

1 

4/9/52 

Jack  Brook 

do. 

1 

4/9/52 

Millingford  Brook 

do. 

1 

4/9/52 

Stream — New 
Barn 

do. 

2 

11/12/52 

Millingford  Brook 

S.  Paratyphi  B isolated. 

1 

11/12/52 

Sewage  Works 
effluent 

do. 

The  three  later  results  were  obtained  by  using  Moore’s  pads. 


Licenced  Premises. 

Although  all  the  licenced  premises  were  not  inspected,  visits 
were  paid  to  the  majority,  and  essential  alterations  were  effected 
at  a few  public  houses. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

Only  one  licence  has  been  issued  under  the  provisions  of 
this  Act,  and  when  inspections  of  the  premises  have  been  made, 
conditions  have  been  satisfactory. 

Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts. 

Forty-nine  applications  for  renewal  of  petroleum  storage 
licences  were  received,  together  with  1 new  application.  £30 
was  received  for  licence  fees. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

There  has  been  no  improvement  in  the  method  of  disposal 
of  refuse,  and  I must  again  call  the  attention  of  the  Sanitary 
and  Health  Committee  to  the  fact  that  controlled  tipping  should 
be  carried  out.  I realise  that  this  method  of  disposal  is  rather 
expensive,  due  to  the  need  for  additional  labour,  but  the  present 
system  should  not  be  tolerated  any  longer. 
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Four  motor  and  two  horse-drawn  vehicles  are  engaged  in 
the  collection  of  household  and  trade  refuse  and  two  motor 
vehicles  for  the  collection  of  nightsoil. 

The  amount  of  refuse  removed  during  the  year  was  5,259 
loads  of  dry  and  4,433  loads  of  wet. 

The  following  particulars  show  the  numbers  and  types  of 
closet  accommodation  in  the  district,  together  with  the  numbers 
of  bins  and  ashpits  and  changes  made  during  the  year. 


Closet  Accommodation. 


Pails  Pails  W.C.s 

demolished  converted  provided 

9 74  190 


Ashpits  Bins 

abolished  provided 

23  149 


Total  Closet  Accommodation  in  the  District. 

Number  of  pail  closets  at  end  of  1951  2,292 

Less  number  converted  74)  Sq 

Less  number  demolished  9 / 

Total  number  of  pail  closets  at  end  of  1952  2,209 


Number  of  water  closets  at  end  of  1951  

Number  of  fresh  water  closets  at  new  houses  ...  108 

Number  of  conversions  74  • .... 

Number  of  extra  water  closets  erected  7 


3,624 

189 


Number  of  water  closets  at  end  of  1952  3,813 

Number  of  waste  water  closets  included  above  17 


Ashpit  Accommodation. 

Number  of  dry  ashpits  at  end  of  1951  2,028 

Number  of  dry  ashpits  abolished  during  1952  (21  conver- 
sions and  2 demolitions)  23 


2,003 
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Number  of  moveable  ashbins  at  end  of  1951  3,657 

Number  of  ashbins  substituted  for  fixed  receptacles 

during  1952  41 

Number  of  new  houses  108 

3,806 

Less  number  of  houses  demolished  using  bins  3 

Number  of  moveable  ashbins  at  31st  December,  1952  ...  3,803 


The  Bolton  Road  conversion  scheme  was  continued  and  43 
pails  were  dispensed  with  and  water  closets  installed.  31  con- 
versions, for  which  a £4  grant  was  paid  in  each  case,  were  carried 
out. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  negotiations  were  in  progress  to 
alter  the  sanitary  accommodation  at  two  of  the  schools  where 
pail  closets  still  exist,  and  1 shall  be  proud  if  I can  report  next 
year  that  this  work  has  been  completed. 

Salvage. 

Owing  to  the  fall  in  the  price  of  waste  paper,  the  revenue 
from  salvaged  materials  has  fallen  by  more  than  £400,  although 
6^  tons  more  paper  was  collected  as  compared  with  last  year. 

The  amounts  collected  and  disposed  of  were: — 


Waste  Paper  

Tons 
. 145 

Cwts. 

19 

Qrs. 

2 

Lbs. 

Household  Bones  . 

..  — 

3 

— 

24 

Rags  

1 

— 

— 

Kitchen  Waste  

. 64 

18 

1 

— 

The  value  of  this  material  was  £1,736  2s.  lOd. 

45^  tons  of  pig  food  has  been  bought  from  Wigan  Corpora- 
tion Cleansing  Department  and  sold  to  pig-keepers  in  this  dis- 
trict, the  profit  from  the  sales  being  £17  9s.  5d. 


Factories  Act. 

Number  of  factories  on  register:  122. 


Number  with  mechanical  power  ... 
Number  without  mechanical  power 


Inspec-  Written  Prosecu- 
tions Notices  tions 

72  2 Nil 

82  Nil  Nil 


154  2 Nil 
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Defects  Found. 


Found  Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness  8 8 

Other  nuisances  Nil  1 


8 9 


Registered  Premises. 

Bakers  and  confections  25 

Plumbers  and  painters  6 

Joiners  and  builders  15 

Shoeing  smiths  1 

Wheelwrights  1 

Saddlers  1 

Motor  and  cycle  repairers  17 

Lock  and  hinge  manufacturers 4 

Laundries  1 

Printers  1 

Cabinet  makers  and  upholsterers 3 

Mineral  water  manufacturers  and  bottlers 2 

Ice  cream  manufacturers  3 

Sausage  makers  10 

Wholesale  chemist  1 

Electricity  generators  1 

Cotton  weavers 1 

Boot,  shoe  and  clog  repairers  11 

Gasholders  1 

Electricians  3 

Sawmills  5 

Contractors  1 

Air  compressors,  etc 2 

Monumental  masons  and  precast  stone  manufacturers  ...  1 

Agricultural  machinery  repairs  2 

Firelighter  makers  1 

Demolition  contractors  1 

Cattle  food  preparation  1 


122 
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Other  Matters. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  Nil 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  Nil 


Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951. 

No  premises  are  licenced  or  registered,  but  inspections  have 
been  made  at  upholsterers’  and  cabinet  makers’  works. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Constant  attention  had  again  to  be  given  to  one  factory, 
from  which  soot  and  grit  has  frequently  been  discharged  from 
the  chimney.  The  number  of  observations  at  other  factories 
was  16,  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  not  a single  complaint 
was  received  concerning  the  emission  of  smoke,  etc.  from  these 
other  factories.  The  Managers  co-operate  to  the  full  and  take 
all  necessary  precautions  to  prevent  any  nuisance,  and  at  the 
same  time  receive  full  value  from  all  fuel  consumed. 

The  precautions  and  action  taken  in  1950  and  1951  at  Gars- 
wood  Park  spoil  bank  have  had  the  desired  effect  and  at  no  time 
during  1952  were  the  temperatures  recorded  abnormal,  or  high 
enough  to  give  cause  for  alarm.  Supervision  cannot  be  relaxed 
however,  for  if  combustion  should  take  place  1 dread  to  think 
of  the  nuisance  that  would  arise  when  it  is  realised  how  great 
an  area  of  land  lias  been  covered  with  colliery  waste  to  a height 
of  approximately  15  feet. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Notified  cases  of  infectious  disease,  together  with  suspected 
cases,  are  visited  and  investigations  made.  Rooms  and  bedding 
are  disinfected. 

Number  of  visits  to  premises  re  infectious  disease  78 


Number  of  houses  disinfected  33 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  35 


Disinfestation. 

The  complaints  received  concerning  ants  have  multiplied 
tremendously,  and  to  date  I have  been  unable  to  obtain  a good, 
reliable  insecticide  at  a reasonable  cost  which  succeeds  in  exter- 
minating them. 

The  number  of  houses  and  other  premises  at  which  disin- 
festations have  been  carried  out  owing  to  the  presence  of  bed 
bugs,  cockroaches,  ants,  red  spiders,  etc.,  are  as  follows: — 

Council  houses,  20.  Other  houses,  61. 
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Rodent  Control. 


Action  taken  in  connection  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  is  summarised  in  the 
following  table : — 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricul- 

tural 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
and 

Industrial) 

Total 

1.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  by  the  Local 
Authority  during  1952 
as  a result  (a)  of  notifi- 
cation or  (b)  otherwise 

(a)  Nil 

16 

Nil 

6 

22 

o»  30 

1128 

54 

124 

1326 

2.  Number  of  properties 
(under  1)  found  to  be 
infested  by  rats 

Major  ^ 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Minor  21 

67 

Nil 

10 

98 

3.  Number  of  properties 
(under  1)  found  to  be 
seriously  infested  by 
mice 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

3 

4.  Number  of  infested  pro- 
perties (under  2 and 
3)  treated  by  the  Local 
Authority 

22 

67 

Nil 

13 

102 

Public  Conveniences. 

A high  standard  of  cleanliness  has  been  maintained  at  the 
public  conveniences,  due  to  the  conscientious  efforts  of  the 
attendants,  in  spite  of  many  acts  of  abuse  by  some  of  the  public. 
However,  the  average  user  continues  to  appreciate  the  Council’s 
action  in  providing  the  conveniences  in  Wigan  Road,  and  many 
declare  their  thanks  for  same. 

Shops  Act. 

263  visits  and  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with 
duties  required  by  the  above  Acts.  These  include  hours  of 
closings  and  employment  of  young  persons,  records  and  notices, 
lighting,  ventilation,  washing  and  meal  facilities,  seats  for  female 
shop  assistants,  closet  accommodation,  temperatures  of  shops, 
etc. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1938-1950. 

Action  taken  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s 
Department  during  1952  is  as  follows: — 


A total  of  84  samples  was  obtained;  of  these  35  were  of 
milk  (this  total  includes  1 Channel  Islands  milk)  and  the  49 
others  comprised: — 


3 butter 

6 self  raising  flour 

3 gravy  browning 

4 soup,  canned 
1 flour 

3 barley 
1 rice 

1 coffee  extract,  mixture, 

dry 

4 coffee 

2 boric  acid 

1 Vienna  sausage,  canned 


4 meat  paste 

3 ice  cream 

1 custard  powder 
1 rolled  oats 
1 desiccated  coconut 
1 candied  peel 
1 beef  sausage 
1 pork  sausage 

4 mincemeat 

1 lemon  cheese 
1 lemon  curd 
1 cut  peel 


All  the  samples  were  reported  by  the  County  Analyst  to  be 
genuine,  with  the  exception  of  the  following: — 


1 formal  milk  ... 

1 formal  milk  ... 

1 formal  Channel 
Islands  milk  ... 

1 pork  sausage  ... 


Deficient  3.3%  fat  and  low  in' 

solids-not-lat  Same  Vendor 

Deficient  3.3%  fat  and  low  in  Vendor  notified 
solids-not-fat  , 

Ministry  of 

Fat  content  only  3.9%  Food  notified 

Deficient  3%  of  the  minimum 

percentage  of  meat  No  action  taken 


In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  Mrs.  Lowe,  the  clerk  in  the 
Public  Health  Department,  Mr.  Brennan,  the  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector,  the  officials  and  staff  of  all  departments  and  the  Chair- 
man and  members  of  the  Sanitary  and  Health  Committee  for 
their  continued  help  and  co-operation. 


Yours  faithfully, 

F.  BURROWS, 

Chief  Sanita?\v  Inspector 
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